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Proposed closure of AGMA Section 48 grants programme

Executive Summary
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1.4

Over summer 2017, Greater Manchester’s ten local authorities authorised 
GMCA to consult on the potential closure of the AGMA Section 48 Grants 
programme, alongside a consultation on its replacement by a new Culture and 
Social Impact scheme under GMCA. 

On 27th October 2017, the Joint GMCA/AGMA Board meeting agreed the 
report attached, detailing the consultation exercise and its outcome.  The Joint 
GMCA/AGMA Board members recommended Greater Manchester local 
authority districts should agree to close the Section 48 Grants programme, 
noting it will be replaced by a new GMCA Culture and Social Impact Fund from 
April 2018.

The legislative requirements relating to the closure of a scheme established 
under Section 48 of the 1985 Act, the closure of the scheme would not occur 
until the end of the financial year after that in which the decision to close the 
scheme was made.

Within the consultation responses there was general support for closure of the 
AGMA Section 48 grants, as long as it is replaced by a suitable alternative. 
Consultees considered the proposed GMCA Culture and Social Impact 
Programme to be a suitable alternative.

Consultation responses were closely considered in the drafting of the new 
Culture and Social Impact Fund application form and applicant guidance. 
These were tested with potential applicants of various forms including a 
mixture of current Section 48 recipients.

Recommendation

2. To approve the closure of the AGMA Section 48 grants programme which will 
be replaced with a GMCA Culture and Social Impact Fund.



Reason for Recommendation

3. To provide greater consistency and alignment to emerging priorities arising 
since the establishment of the GMCA and subsequent devolution.

Key Points for Consideration
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On 25th July 2017 Cabinet gave support for the consultation for a new 
Combined Authority programme for culture at the same time as the 
consultation on closure of the Section 48 scheme.

On consideration of the consultation responses at their meeting on 27th 
October 2017, the Joint GMCA/AGMA Board members recommended Greater 
Manchester local authority districts should agree to close the Section 48 
Grants programme.

In September 2017, GMCA agreed potential criteria, subject to consultation, 
for a new Culture and Social Impact scheme. As the both the potential closure 
of Section 48 and a new GMCA fund are interlinked, both consultations were 
aligned and opened on 30 August 2017.

Consultation took the form of an online questionnaire and four open events. 
The online consultation was in two parts: a six week consultation for the 
closure of the AGMA Section 48 grants programme, ended on 20th 
September (20 responses received); and a four week consultation for the new 
Culture and Social Impact Programme, ending on 16 September (29 
responses received). 

In late August and early September 2017, GMCA officers also arranged and 
facilitated four consultation events in Wigan, Bolton, Oldham and Manchester 
giving attendees the opportunity to feedback in person on the proposals. 
Almost 50 people attended the events in total, a mixture of current recipients, 
cultural officers, GM Councillors and cultural and social impact organisations 
not currently in receipt of Section 48 funding. Additionally five email responses 
were received.

A call for projects to the GMCA Cultural and Social Impact Fund is live, three 
sessions have been held throughout October to explain the fund and 
application process to applicants, one in Tameside, one in Rochdale and one 
in Salford.

Due to legislative requirements relating to the closure of a scheme established 
under Section 48 of the 1985 Act, the closure of the scheme would not occur 
until the end of the financial year following the decision to close the scheme.  
Therefore there would be a need for a further year beyond the current AGMA 
S48 2015/18 funding cycle in which the AGMA Section 48 scheme would 
remain in existence.  However, as the replacement GMCA Culture and Social 
Impact Fund will be in place from April 2018, it is possible to zero fund the final 
year of the Section 48 scheme so as to avoid any overlap in provision.



4.7

Alternatives Considered

To advise the Joint GMCA/AGMA Board that Rochdale BC wishes to retain 
the Section 48 Grants programme.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. Over the past 3 financial years, total funding for the AGMA S48 programme 
has been £9,928,000. The Council has paid £773,638 in contributions. During 
this period, two organisations have received S48 funding is located primarily 
within the Rochdale Council boundary, Link4Life and M6 Theatre Company.  

Risk and Policy Implications

The proposed closure of the existing scheme and development of a new 
funding programme for culture may provide an opportunity to reassess the 
contributions made and benefits received by the borough.

6.

Consultation

7. The reported consultation programme was undertaken by GMCA.  

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. There are no background papers 
to this report

N/A

For Further Information Contact: Michael Garraway, Tel: 01706 924716, 
michael.garraway@rochdale.gov.uk


